JtLY 1, 1866.] MITFORD HOSPITAL REPORTS.?BY DR. "W. B. BEAT SON. " 181 as suggestive of a constitutional cause. I also thought of embolism, but not having the least idea that he was the subject of any vascular unsoundness, was equally unable to account for it on those grounds. I happened to know that the cardiac sounds were natural, and that he was free from any indications of valvular or other form of Jxeart disease.
That a small vessel had given way, and temporary hemiplegia resulted from the pressure of a small clot in or near the left corpus striatum, was the last conclusion at which I arrived, and the subsequent history, up to his return to duty, appeared to support that conjecture.
The post-mortem examination proved that it was even more than that. The universally diseased condition of the arterial system, and the extent to which it had proceeded in the cerebral vessels, fully account for all, not only the past, but the recent symptoms.
The arteries of the brain?especially of the left side, and more especially those of the posterior part of the encephalon?the vertebrals, and the basilar, were diseased to a degree that I have never before seen. The vessels of the left side were unusually thickened and irregular from atheromatous deposit, and the basilar itself was completely plugged with a colored but firm clot. This, no doubt, was of very recent oiigin, and dated about the period when he passed into a state of almost perfect insensibility some days before his death.
The gradually progressive disease of the vessels had, no doubt, so far interfered with the circulation generally, through the left side of the brain, as to induce the gradually increasing symptcms of cerebral softening to which his history points as having been present, and the probability is that other and smaller embolisms have, like that of the last attack, formed from time to time, and compromised the nutrition of the brain ; though not occurring in the vicinity of, or where they immediately affected the cerebral ganglia, the effects were not so striking as in the first case, where either a haemorrhage or an embolism directly affected the left corpus striatum.
The cause of embolism, no doubt, lay in the roughened coats of the diseased arteries. As the atheromatous degeneration gradually increased, disorganizing the smooth epithelial lining of the tube, the blood could hardly flow over it without leaving fibrous deposits or coagula, which in their turn, being washed away by the current, were carried into smaller channels which they plugged, and thus the blood itself became the source of the mischief. The It is interesting, in reference to the observations of the distinguished pathologists whose names I have already mentioned, to note that the lesion in the first place seemed to fall on the left anterior lobe, and that certainly a marked feature in his case throughout, was affection of the speech; for even after the first attack, though perfectly recovered in all otner respects, there remained some peculiarity in his speech, a rapidity of utterance, and a tendency to forget or to substitute words that was quite un-natural. As the wasting of the brain-substance proceeded, this condition of aphasia also tended to increase, until just before the occurrence of the last fatal embolism of the basilar artery, it had become the most marked feature cf his condition, and pointed to what we had feared must prove to be irreparable mischief in the brain.
The arterial disease must, no doubt, therefore be regarded as the cause of mischief; it is remarkable that it should have gone to such an extent at the comparatively early age of 42.
The aorta was literally one mass of atheroma. There was more diseased than sound tissue, and it is probable that the same condition existed throughout the body, although no local gangrenes had occurred to give evidence that it was so. In all other respects he was in remarkably good health, being fatter and more muscular than I had ever seen him, within a fortnight t.f his death. His organs generally were sound ; lungs, liver, spleen, and kidneys performed their functions naturally; the heart's action was normal in rythm and sound; and his P'ilic was steady a::d regular. Tlis atheromatous degeneration of tae arterial system appears to have been a constitutional peculiarity, and to it must be assigned the disturbance in the circulation which resulted in the pathological conditions I have described.
